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AHK World Business Outlook Survey 2016 

 
An annual survey of the business perspectives among German 

companies operating in Vietnam. It provides a barometer to track 
and evaluate business development and business confidence of 

German companies in Vietnam. 
 

Ho Chi Minh City, 31 May 2016, the results of AHK World Business 
Outlook survey, conducted in March 2016 by German Industry and 
Commerce in Vietnam (GIC/AHK Vietnam), show that the business 
confidence, outlook and expectations for the next year rose in 
comparison with the previous year!  
 
“German enterprises are now seeking for investment 
opportunities and for further investment in Vietnam, because they 
see Vietnam as an attractive destination in term of all integration 
encourages of Vietnam’s government (EU-VN FTA, TPP) and other 
location advantages of Vietnam”, says Mr. Marko Walde, Chief 
Representative of German Industry and Commerce in Vietnam.  
 
Overall aggregated positive impression of the economic situation 
in Vietnam 
More than half of the German companies is positive with the future of 
Vietnam economy and they (47%) expect a better situation of 
economic development in Vietnam 
 
Positive evaluation of their own business performance in Vietnam 
Nearly 70% of German companies, the largest group of respondents 
said that they thought their business situation at this time is good in 
response to the question of how businesses perceive their general 
business situation.  
 
Continued positive outlook on the future business development 
58% of German respondents perceive their business outlook as 
“positive”.  
 
Further investments in Vietnam with more labor demand for 2017 
54% German investors saying that they consider increasing their 
investment in Vietnam next year and 58% will hire more employees for 
their investment plan.  
 
Driving factors of future investments in Vietnam 
Some factors may hold you back from increasing your engagement, 
such as economic conditions, skill worker shortage, increasing labor 
cost. Infrastructure and energy and commodity prices are developing in 
the positive way.  
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Comparison with other ASEAN countries, China and India 
In Vietnam German companies are more confident with the economy 
and business development than in other ASEAN countries, in China or 
in India. It shows a very positive signal of the business confidence, 
outlook and expectations among German companies in Vietnam.  
 
Conclusion 
 
All these positive feedback of German companies as well as 
Vietnam’s location advantages are the results of Vietnam’s 
government encourages in the past to integrate in the world 
economy (AEC, TPP, FTA Vietnam EU) and to improve the 
investment environment / infrastructure.  
 
On the other hand, Vietnam should deal with some challenges in 
the future that we mentioned above. We would suggest Vietnam in 
building a modern and practical vocational training system that 
meets the demands of companies in order to create a sustainable 
advantage to attract investors to Vietnam. Moreover, Vietnam 
would support Vietnamese company capacity to compete with 
companies from other countries as Vietnam joins ASEAN 
Economic Community, the Trans-Pacific Partnership and other free 
trade agreements. 
  
The Respondents 
23% of the German participants in Vietnam are from the industry and 
construction sector, 58% from the field of Services and 19% of them 
are trading companies.  
 
AHK World Business Outlook 
The AHK World Business Outlook was conducted by German 
Chamber Network worldwide. The survey gathers the feedback from 
about 3.400 German companies this year. These are either members 
of the Chambers Abroad (AHKs) or connected to the German 
Delegations or Representative Offices. 
 
Our next AHK World Business Survey will proceed in autumn 
2016! 
 
About the GIC/AHK Vietnam 

The Delegation of German Industry and Commerce in Vietnam 
(GIC/AHK Vietnam) has been providing support and enhancing the 
business relationship between Germany and Vietnam since 1993. Every 
year it supports hundreds of German companies in doing business, 
searching for partners and suitable investment locations in Vietnam as 
well as Vietnamese firms in developing their markets in Germany and 
Europe as well as participating at German leading trade fairs in Berlin, 
Düsseldorf and Nuremberg. 
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